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Podcast: IQVIA Biotech’s Sockalingam On 
Clinical Research Virtualization In APAC
by Anju Ghangurde

In this audio interview, the head of IQVIA Biotech (Japan-Asia Pacific) talks 
to Scrip on a range of aspects around digitalization and virtualization of 
clinical research in the region, including sharply reduced site contracting 
timelines. He also touches on the digital product launch efforts that are 
currently a reality in several markets.

 
 
 

Dr Senthil Sockalingam, head, IQVIA Biotech, Japan-Asia Pacific (JAPAC) and chief medical 
officer, APAC, spoke to Scrip on trends and opportunities in the clinical research segment, 
partnering/outsourcing approaches and digitalization efficiencies, driven by the pandemic.

Rapid "virtualization" of the trials segment, how the regulatory framework in certain APAC 
markets is still catching up in this area, and adoption of telemedicine are some of the other key 
issues he delves into in this audio interview.

Sockalingam, a physician by training, also declared that artificial intelligence is the “new 
stethoscope or echocardiogram” and will only aid - not replace - doctors. There’s no need for 
them to become “nervous” he said.
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04:40 Diverse APAC Region, Oncology/Immunology Focus Of Biotechs, Partnering Models
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17:57 Digital Launch Efforts, Democratization Of Healthcare Providers’ Access To Information
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These and all our other podcasts are available on the Informa Pharma Intelligence channel on 
Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, SoundCloud and TuneIn - and also now on Spotify Podcasts - and 
via smart speakers if one of these platforms has been set up as your default podcast provider. 
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